
A Needs-Centered Approach to Design of ELP Assessment and 
Score Reporting
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CHALLENGE
Ongoing changes to

• Construct scope and task design

• Score types and reporting design

• Operations

WHAT

WHY

HOWWHENWHERE

Is there a sustainable approach?
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discussion (1)
In your local educational context, have you observed any change(s) 
in the following? 

 Standards and curriculum
 Use of assessment/data
 Use of technology

Describe what you have observed and talk about how you think 
the change(s) may have impacted assessment of students’ 
language proficiency:

• Construct scope and task design: _______
• Score types and reporting design: _______
• Operations: ________________
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Language Needs at 
School

Language in Content 
Learning

Social and General 
Instructional Language

Instructional Materials

Learning & Assessment 
Activities

Understanding Students’ Language Needs—Target Language 
Use (TLU) Domain

*An example of LAS Links new development



Contextualized Language Use

Language Knowledge

Linguistic Complexity

Modality

Content Areas & Topics

Genres and Registers

Participation Structure

Language Function

Cognitive Complexity Expectations/Criteria

Understanding Students’ Language Needs—Characteristics of a 
TLU task



CCSS

Language 

Needs

ELA and Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, Technical Subjects

MathEnglish Language Arts
Literacy in Other 

Subjects

Reading Writing
Listening& 

Speaking
Language Reading Writing

Content 

Topics

Instructional 

Materials

Learning 

Activities



discussion (2)

Which of the following student group(s) have you interacted most 
with? 

 English language learners(ELL)
 Initial fluent English proficient students (IFEP)
 Reclassified fluent English Proficient students (RFEP)
 Speakers of English who have lacked exposure to academic

English, e.g., Standard English Learners (SELs)
 Students with disabilities (SWD)
 Others. Please specify: _________

What language needs do you think should be assessed and 
monitored for each group?
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(stakes)
• high
• low

Understanding Needs: 

Use of Assessment/Data

• Administrator
• Teacher
• Student
• Parent
• Community
• Researcher

WHY

(frame of reference)
— Absolute standards
— Self
— Peer(s) from the same group
— Peer(s) from a different group

(level)
• Individual
• Group

(time)
• Current
• Across time

(purpose)
• To evaluate
• To diagnose
• To predict

WHO

*Selected example  use of
preLAS Observational 
Assessment for 3yrs old.





discussion (3)

What are the primary uses of language proficiency assessments in 
your local context?

.

Describe the types of scores/records that you think are most 
valuable for each use.

.
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Understanding Needs: Uses of Technology

• Item pool

• Test form assembly
Development

• On-demand

• Digital
Delivery

• Test taker-driven

• Accommodation
Administration

• Recording

• Machine/AI scoring
Scoring

• Immediate reporting

• Inquiry

• Presentation

Reporting

• Automated assignment

• Individualized instruction
Instruction
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discussion (4)

What are the primary uses of technology on language proficiency 
assessments that you have observed in your local context?

.

What additional uses of technology on assessment do you think 
could benefit your local context?

.




